
Appendix 5: Characteristics of the included systematic reviews

First author

and year of

publication

Type of

review

Language of

publication

Funding source Conflicts of interest RCT comparisons Observational data included AMSTAR-2

rating

Ashcroft 2005
(1)

Non-Cochrane English NHS health technology assessment

programme.

None known TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Ashcroft 2007
(2)

Cochrane English School of Pharmacy and

Pharmaceutical Sciences, University

of Manchester, UK.

None known TCS versus TCI Yes – TCI compared with TCS Moderate

Barnes 2015
(3)

Non-Cochrane English No funding None known TCS versus vehicle

TCS versus TCI

TCS versus TCS

Yes (single arm TCS studies) Critically low

Braham 2010
(4)

Non-Cochrane English No funding One author was a speaker for a

number of pharmaceutical

companies

Occlusion therapy versus

non-occlusion therapy

Yes (occlusive therapy, no

comparison)

Critically low

Broeders

2016 (5)

Non-Cochrane English No funding None known TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Callen 2007 (6) Non-Cochrane English Funding from EBMed. One author

received funding from Novartis

Corporation for the project. They

declared that “Novartis Corporation

played no role in the design and

conduct of the study or in data

collection, data management, data

analysis, interpretation of the data,

manuscript preparation, manuscript

review or manuscript approval”

Most authors had consultancy fees

and/or research support from

pharmaceutical companies

TCS versus vehicle

TCS versus TCS

Yes (single arm TCS studies or

comparing various TCS

potencies)

Critically low

Chen 2010 (7) Non-Cochrane English Not stated None known TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Cury Martins

2015 (8)

Cochrane English NIHR None known TCS versus TCI Yes – TCI compared to TCS Moderate

De Tiedra

1997 (9)

Non-Cochrane English Supported by Laboratorios Novag,

S.A, Grupo Ferrer.

Not clear TCS versus TCS Yes – in most cases they only

report data from one arm of an

RCT

Critically low

Devillers 2006
(10)

Non-Cochrane English Not stated None known Occlusive therapy versus

non-occlusive therapy

Yes – occlusive therapy (no

comparison)

Critically low

Dong 2017 (11) Non-Cochrane Chinese Not stated Not clear TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Eichenfield

2014 (12)

Non-Cochrane English No funding Most authors served as consultants,

speakers, members of the advisory

None Yes (comparing different TCS

potencies)

Critically low
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board and/or investigators for

pharmaceutical companies.

Feldman 2005
(13)

Non-Cochrane English Grant from Galderma Laboratories,

LP, Fort Worth, Texas.

Not clear TCS versus vehicle No Critically low

Fishbein 2019
(14)

Non-Cochrane English No funding None known TCS versus

vehicle/moisturizer

No Critically low

Frangos 2008
(15)

Non-Cochrane English Not stated One author is an investigator for

Steifel and was an investigator on

two of the studies reviewed.

TCS versus vehicle Yes (single arm studies) Critically low

Froschl 2007
(16)

GMS HTA

report

German

(executive

summary in

English)

Not stated Not stated TCS versus placebo/vehicle

TCS versus TCS

TCS versus TCI

No Critically low

Gonzalez-

Lopez 2017
(17)

Non-Cochrane English No funding None known Occlusive therapy versus

non-occlusive therapy

No Critically low

Green 2004
(18)

HTA report English Funded by the HTA Programme on

behalf of NICE

None known Once daily versus twice

daily TCS use

No Low

Gu 2013 (19) Cochrane English RMIT University

Nottingham University, UK.

NIHR

One author was a principal

investigator on one included study

(but this study was not relevant for

this overview)

Chinese herbal medicine

versus TCS

No High

Gu 2014 (20) Non-Cochrane English Not stated None known Chinese herbal medicine

versus TCS

No Critically low

Hajar 2015 (21) Non-Cochrane English No funding None known No RCTs found Yes (case series or case reports

on steroid withdrawal)

Critically low

Hoare 2000
(22)

NIHR HTA

report

English HTA programme One author received payment from

Novartis for lectures on the

epidemiology of atopic eczema in

1999.

Another author has acted as

occasional lecturer or consultant for

pharmaceutical companies.

TCS versus TCS

TCS versus vehicle

No Low

Iskedjian 2004
(23)

Non-Cochrane English Funded by Fujisawa Canada Inc. Not clear TCS versus TCI

TCS versus placebo

No Critically low

Juhasz 2017
(24)

Non-Cochrane English Not stated One author had primary contact with

the 2nd case and has a blog on the

subject matter in this systematic

review

No RCTs found Yes (case reports on steroid

withdrawal)

Critically low
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Labedz 2019
(25)

Non-Cochrane English Not stated None known TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Legendre

2015 (26)

Non-Cochrane English No funding One author is a consultant and

investigator for two pharmaceutical

companies. One author is a speaker

and/or on the advisory board for five

pharmaceutical companies.

Only searched for cohort or

case control studies

Yes (comparing TCS and TCI) Critically low

Li 2007 (27) Non-Cochrane Chinese Not stated Not stated TCS versus TCI No Critically low

Nankervis

2016 (28)

NIHR HTA

report

English NIHR One author reports grants and fees

from a number of pharmaceutical

companies.

TCS versus placebo/vehicle

Proactive treatment versus

vehicle

TCS versus TCI

TCS versus TCS

Once a day versus twice a

day use of TCS

Occlusive therapy versus

non-occlusive therapy

TCS versus emollients

No Low

Penzaloza

Hidalgo 2004
(29)

West

Midlands HTA

report

English Not stated None known TCS versus TCI No Low

Schmitt 2011
(30)

Non-Cochrane English No funding One author has served as paid

lecturer for a pharmaceutical

company.

Proactive treatment versus

vehicle

No Critically low

Sidbury 2014
(31)

Non-Cochrane English Not stated Some authors have served as

investigators, consultants, speakers,

and on advisory boards for

pharmaceutical companies.

Proactive treatment versus

vehicle

No Critically low

Siegfried 2016
(32)

Non-Cochrane English Financial support for writing by

Valent Pharmaceutical North America

LLC. They declared that “Valeant

Pharmaceuticals had no role in the

design of the literature searches, or

analysis and presentation of results.”

Authors have either participated in

paid contract research, received

travel expenses for presentations,

consulting fees, speakers, on advisory

boards, or on data safety monitoring

boards with pharmaceutical

companies.

TCS versus TCS

TCS versus TCI

TCS versus vehicle

No Critically low

Singh 2012 (33) Non-Cochrane English Not stated None known TCS versus TCS

TCI versus TCS

TCS versus placebo/vehicle

Yes (single arm TCS study) Critically low
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Svensson

2011 (34)

Non-Cochrane English Funded by Astellas Pharma Europe

Ltd.

One author was a paid employee of

Astellas Pharma Europe Ltd and one

author undertook paid consultancy

work for Astellas Pharma Europe Ltd.

TCI versus TCS No Critically low

Tang 2014 (35) Non-Cochrane English Not stated One author has received lecture fees

from Astellas.

Proactive treatment versus

vehicle

No Critically low

van Zuuren

2017 (36)

Cochrane English Oak Foundation, Denmark

NIHR

None known TCS versus emollient No Moderate

Wood

Heickman

2018 (37)

Non-Cochrane English No grants, honoraria or royalties

were received supporting the writing

of the paper.

One author was a consultant with

Perrigo, Inc. with regard to topical

corticosteroid treatment. All authors

have no financial or other potential

conflicts of interest.

Two RCTs included but

analysed as observational

data

Yes – single arm cohort studies Critically low

Yan 2008 (38) Non-Cochrane English Not stated Not stated TCI versus TCS No Critically low

Key: TCI=topical calcinueirin inhibitor; TCS=topical corticosteroids; RCT=Randomised Controlled Trial; NIHR= National Institute for Health Research
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